[Concept and definition of depression].
Throughout history, the concept of depression has evolved from "melancholia" in the Greek period to "major depressive disorder" in the current DSM-IV-TR. Herein, a short historical overview of depression is presented. By understanding its historical transition, we can understand the environment in which the concept we recognize today as "depression" was established. Such understanding may also contribute to progress in the development of a scientific definition of depression that incorporates operationalized criteria.